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1  

HATBORO -HORSHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT  

Introduction  

School districts can only plan for the future if they 

have some idea of what that future will entail.  The 

number of students that will need to be served by 

district facilities is the key variable that must be 

understood in order to make prudent decisions.  In 

the last few years this planning has been a challenge 

due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the significant  

disruptions to education it has caused. 

The Montgomery County Planning Commission 

(MCPC) previously produced enrollment projection 

studies for the Hatboro-Horsham School District 

(HHSD) back in 2014 and 2017.  Trends in 

enrollment had tracked well with our most recent 

study for the district until the pandemic hit in 2020. 

The housing market has continued to develop at a 

similar pace within the district since the last study, 

relatively unfazed by the effects of Covid-19.  Major 

residential construction in and around the 

employment centers remains brisk.  Hatboro and 

Horsham are still seeing ongoing developer interest 

despite land available for large-scale development 

becoming scarce.  

This report again gives an up-to-date overview of the 

population and housing characteristics within the 

Hatboro-Horsham School District in order to 

establish the conditions that have formed the most 

recent enrollment trends.  Future enrollments will 

depend largely upon the following factors: 

�x�� Recent and future births 

�x�� Housing construction 

�x�� Moves in and out of the school district 

�x�� Private, charter, home, and cyber school growth 

The study employs the use of a Cohort Progression 

Model to account for the above factors and form 

projections for each grade level over the next ten 

years.  No model is perfect when it comes to 

predicting the future, but given the right data, an 

accurate projection for the next five years is 

expected. 

Projections should not be considered a final product 

with the completion of the model.  Additional data 

and analysis, including housing and population 

forecasts, characteristics of households by housing 

types, geographic mobility by age cohorts, and 

housing sales activity, are also presented in this study 

to provide a useful context with the projections.  

These important data points should be reviewed 

every year to determine if unanticipated activity is 

occurring and how that might influence the 

projections and actual enrollments down the line. 


